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1 So in original. No subsec. (a) has been enacted. 

of as shall be agreed to by the board and the 
Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 98–180, title I, § 136, as added Pub. L. 
99–198, title I, § 121, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1371.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 4531 of this title. 

§ 4538. Additional authority 

(a) No provision of this subchapter shall be 
construed to preempt or supersede any other 
program relating to milk or dairy products re-
search organized and operated under the laws of 
the United States or any State. 

(b) The provisions of this subchapter applica-
ble to the order issued under section 4533(b) of 
this title shall be applicable to any amendment 
to the order. 

(Pub. L. 98–180, title I, § 137, as added Pub. L. 
99–198, title I, § 121, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1372.) 

CHAPTER 77—HONEY RESEARCH, PRO-
MOTION, AND CONSUMER INFORMATION 

Sec. 

4601. Congressional findings and statement of pur-
pose. 

4602. Definitions. 
4603. Honey research, promotion, and consumer in-

formation order. 
4604. Notice and hearing. 
4605. Findings and issuance of order. 
4606. Required terms of order. 

(a) Terms and conditions of order. 
(b) National Honey Nominations Com-

mittee; composition; nominations; 
terms; Chairman; compensation; 
meetings; voting. 

(c) Honey Board; membership; terms; al-
ternates; compensation; powers; du-
ties. 

(d) Budget; administration of order. 
(e) Assessment; collection; rate; exemp-

tion; effect of exemption on referen-
dum voting status. 

(f) Funds; use of; reimbursement; Sec-
retary. 

(g) False or unwarranted claims or state-
ments. 

(h) Influencing governmental policy or 
action. 

(i) Plans or projects; contracts. 
(j) Books and records; reports. 

(k) Honey Board; property interests. 
4607. Permissive terms and provisions. 
4608. Collection of assessments; refunds. 

(a) First handler of honey. 
(b) Records. 
(c) Time for payment; remission. 
(d) Loan and loan deficiency payments; 

deduction from disbursement of 
loan funds or loan deficiency pay-
ment made to producer. 

(e) Producer-packers. 
(f) Inspection; books and records. 
(g) Confidentiality of information; dis-

closure. 
(h) Refunds; submission of statement re-

garding amount of assessment de-
ducted from loan funds to Honey 
Board; compliance. 

(i) Producer liability to Honey Board for 
payment of assessment. 

4609. Petition and review. 
(a) Filing of petition; hearing. 
(b) District court; jurisdiction; review; 

rulings. 

Sec. 

4610. Enforcement. 
(a) District courts; jurisdiction; Attorney 

General. 
(b) Civil penalties; notice and hearing; 

review; courts of appeals; cease and 
desist orders; failure to obey; Attor-
ney General. 

4610a. Investigations and power to subpoena. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Power to subpoena. 
(c) Aid of courts. 
(d) Contempt. 
(e) Process. 
(f) Hearing site. 

4611. Requirements of referendum. 
4612. Suspension and termination. 

(a) Authority of Secretary. 
(b) Referendum; time for conducting by 

Secretary; alternate referendum 
conducted by Secretary. 

(c) Honey Board; referendum; request. 
(d) Marketing year; termination or sus-

pension at end of. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 7401 of this title. 

§ 4601. Congressional findings and statement of 
purpose 

The Congress finds that: 
(1) Honey is produced by many individual 

producers in every State in the United States. 
(2) Honey and honey products move in large 

part in the channels of interstate and foreign 
commerce, and honey which does not move in 
such channels directly burdens or affects 
interstate commerce. 

(3) In recent years, large quantities of low- 
cost, imported honey have been brought into 
the United States, replacing domestic honey 
in the normal trade channels. 

(4) The maintenance and expansion of exist-
ing honey markets and the development of 
new or improved markets or uses are vital to 
the welfare of honey producers and those con-
cerned with marketing, using, and processing 
honey, along with those engaged in general ag-
ricultural endeavors requiring bees for polli-
nating purposes. 

(5) The honey production industry within 
the United States is comprised mainly of 
small- and medium-sized businesses. 

(6) The development and implementation of 
coordinated programs of research, promotion, 
and consumer education necessary for the 
maintenance of markets and the development 
of new markets have been inadequate. 

(7) Without cooperative action in providing 
for and financing such programs, honey pro-
ducers, honey handlers, wholesalers, and re-
tailers are unable to implement programs of 
research, promotion, and consumer education 
necessary to maintain and improve markets 
for these products. 

(b)(1) 1 It is, therefore, the purpose of this 
chapter to authorize the establishment of an or-
derly procedure for the development and financ-
ing, through an adequate assessment, of an ef-
fective and coordinated program of research, 
promotion, and consumer education designed to 


